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Article Info Abstract
i - Good Oilfield Practice (GOP) sets the standards that oil and gas
Article type._ contractors use to conduct their operations. These standards have a long
Research Article history in the oil and gas industry. The concept of GOP has been widely
i h
recognized for over a century as a standard that operators should use to

. . carry out their oil and gas operations. One of the main reasons for
Manuscript received: establishing such a standard was the fact that oil and gas are flammable
13 July 2024 and explosive materials that can be dangerous if used improperly. Due to
final revision received:  the risks, complexity, and uncertainty associated with oil and gas

: operations, which require accuracy and caution from contractors, this

3 January 2025 standard has_continued to develog and evolve over the years. The
accepted: evolution of Good Oilfield Practice has many aspects that continue to this
10 March 2025 day.In some developing oil-producing countries, the main criterion set to
published online: preserve the environment in upstream oil and gas operations is GOP.
15 March 2025 Generally, three criteria are considered in defining GOP: (1) actions that

reflect the latest technologies in the industry; (2) actions that, in addition

to being safe, sound, and efficient, guarantee economic benefits; and (3)

Keywords: procedures that are no less efficient than those used by the same company
Health. Good Oilfield elsewhere. In Iranian laws, regulations, and oil contracts, there is no
Practice. GOP mention of GOP, nor is there a definition of similar terms. In contracts
! and regulations governing buyback agreements, these criteria were based

Interpretation, GOP on HSE (Health, Safety, and Environment) standards and relied more on
Ambiguities, Safety and  compliance with enviranmental obligations written in the contract than on
Environment achieving “Good Oilfield Practice” (GOP). In Iran’s new petroleum
Requirements. contracts, more modern concepts governing oil operation standards are

described, which will be briefly discussed in this article.

This research, through a scientific review, shows that the Good Oilfield
Practice standard is far more suitable than other standards, including the
aforementioned HSE standard, and that it is necessary to include it in
Iranian laws, regulations, and oil contracts.
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Introduction

The concept of Good Oilfield Practice (GOP) has played a
foundational role in shaping operational standards within the global
oil and gas industry for over a century. As a professional benchmark,
GOP encompasses the principles, procedures, and ethical guidelines
that responsible contractors and operators are expected to follow to
ensure safe, efficient, and environmentally sound exploration and
production. Historically, GOP emerged as a response to the inherent
risks and complexities of petroleum activities—operations that
involve highly flammable and explosive materials, technological
uncertainty, and significant potential harm to people and the
environment. Consequently, the notion of “good practice” has evolved
alongside advancements in engineering, health, safety, and
environmental management, adapting to new technologies and
international legal frameworks governing petroleum operations.

The legal interpretation of GOP, however, remains context-
dependent and varies significantly between jurisdictions and
contractual regimes. In certain countries, particularly developing oil-
producing states, GOP functions as the de facto standard for assessing
contractor performance and compliance with environmental and
operational obligations. Despite its importance, in some legal
systems—such as Iran’s—explicit references to GOP are absent in
statutes and contractual frameworks, leading to ambiguity in
interpreting the contractors’ environmental and safety duties. This
study aims to explore the conceptual foundations of GOP, its legal and
operational implications, and the necessity of incorporating this
principle into Iranian petroleum contracts to align national practices
with internationally accepted standards.

Method
This research adopts a qualitative doctrinal methodology supported
by comparative legal analysis. The study involves a systematic
review of primary and secondary legal materials, including upstream
oil and gas contracts, national petroleum laws, and international model
agreements. Academic commentaries, case law, and regulatory texts
were analyzed to identify the nature, purpose, and application of GOP
clauses.

The doctrinal component focused on examining how GOP has been
defined and applied across different contractual systems, particularly
in common law jurisdictions where the term has a well-established
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legal lineage. The comparative aspect concentrated on evaluating the
degree of correspondence between GOP and Iran’s existing
contractual frameworks—especially the Buyback and IPC (Iran
Petroleum Contract) models—where environmental and operational
obligations are governed primarily through Health, Safety, and
Environment (HSE) provisions rather than GOP itself.

This methodological approach allows the study to bridge the
conceptual gap between international contractual practices and Iran’s
domestic legal structure, thereby providing a foundation for potential
legal reforms or contractual amendments.

Conclusions

The findings demonstrate that Good Oilfield Practice offers a broader
and more adaptive framework for regulating contractor behavior than
the traditional HSE standard. Whereas HSE focuses on compliance
with prescribed safety and environmental requirements, GOP
embodies a performance-based standard that encourages continuous
improvement, innovation, and responsibility. GOP obliges contractors
not only to adhere to technical norms but also to exercise professional
judgment consistent with the practices of prudent and experienced
operators under similar conditions.

For Iran, the absence of GOP in its petroleum legislation and

contracts represents a missed opportunity to align with international
norms. Incorporating GOP into Iranian legal frameworks could
enhance operational safety, environmental stewardship, and
contractual accountability. Furthermore, GOP’s flexibility allows it to
accommodate emerging issues such as climate change mitigation,
carbon management, and energy transition strategies, areas that are
increasingly critical to the long-term sustainability of petroleum
operations.
In conclusion, this study argues that Good Oilfield Practice should be
formally recognized and embedded within Iran’s petroleum contracts
and regulations. Doing so would not only strengthen environmental
protection and risk management but also elevate the country’s
upstream legal and operational standards to the level of best
international practice.
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1. Negligence standard

2. prudent operator standard

3. good and workmanlike standard
4. Joint Operating Agreement
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